
Scott’s Thoughts
“And let us consider
how to stir up one
another to love and
good works, not
neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit
o f  s o m e ,  b u t
encouraging  one
another, and all the
more as you see the

Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24–25, ESV)

 I can remember so vividly the many times my
family spent on our front porch. Growing up, we
shared many events like learning to ride bicycles,
jumping rope, throwing frisbees, and catching
lightning bugs. Our front porch was the center of
those family events. Mom and dad always sat on
the swing, while all six of us children sat on the
steps or played in the front yard. We would also
talk to the neighbors who were out on their
porch. When we visited Dad’s folks in Southern
Illinois, my aunt and uncle had an even bigger
porch where we enjoyed many family activities,
and of course they had a swing.

Over the years the tradition of porch-sitting
and swinging has become almost nonexistent.
We have built new houses that, by in large, have
minimal porches. Many are just a few square feet
and have no room for a swing. Now, instead of
having the warmth of porches and swings, we
wall ourselves into our homes where we enjoy
comfortable year-round temperatures. We keep it
cool in the summer and warm in the winter. 
Many never even open a window, except when
the smoke alarm in the kitchen sounds off. Add
to that our society is increasingly buying

everything we need on-line with home delivery.
The result is that our social contact is becoming
an ever-shrinking circle.

Each of us hears stories about hermits, who
lives alone,  not wanting anyone to visit, and
avoids contact with others as much as possible. I
believe these people do exist, but it certainly is
not what we expect of each other.  However, it
seems our societies’ lifestyles are becoming more
like hermits. This is not a choice we consciously
make, but the circumstances surrounding our
lives seem to force it upon us. Our children have
been separated from others their own age and it
has been bad for them and for their parents.
Some of our elderly people sit for days at home.
Some are in care facilities with only the most
occasional visitor.  Others become banished from
someone’s life. Depression and anxiety are as
real as real gets. We long for contact with others
and can get encouragement by getting just a little
bit of contact.  A card in the mail or a phone call
can brighten the day for someone who is unable
to get out. 

God designed us to be social beings and
maybe now, more than ever, the church that
Jesus built is of great importance. We need face
to face contact. We need to laugh, hug, and
communicate with each other. We need Jesus and
His church so we can spend eternity together.

“And from there they continued to Beer; that is
the well of which the Lord said to Moses,
“Gather the people together, so that I may give
them water.”” (Numbers 21:16, ESV)

Thanks for listening and keep on shining.
—Scott 

   P.    U.    S.    H.
        Pray Until Something Happens

Prayer  Request
!Jeannie Horinek feeling better & 3 grandsons
in Military
!Jon & Kinsey Robb
!Don & Treva Thompson 
!Ed & Jane Kempenich
!Manessa Henley
!Fern Leyva - Shingles
!Walt Sherrod
!Patsy Carver
!Carol Swopes
!The Church in Lefors, TX.
!Josh & Melissa Thompson
!Arleta Moorman will also be having additional
eye surgery on March 24th.

! Kevin Wiles
! Julia Dunn 
! Darrell & Caroline Lee - Darrell is home from
rehab.
! Virginia Admire
Long Term Prayer List:
Wanda Bell, Beverly Haynes, Doris Key, Hicks
Family, Sara Stout.
Their address are on a sheet in the back. 

Birthdays And Anniversaries For March
6 Jimmy Carver 17 Hannah Thompson
22 Carol Swopes 29 Priana Taplin
March Calendars are in the back of the foyer

Privileged to Serve
First Prayer: Morning — Jim Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening —Jimmy Carver
Greeters: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Everyone
Song Leader: Morning—Joe Anderson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening —Joe Anderson 
Sermon: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scott Dutton
Lords Table:  S —Elmer Cummings. . . . . . C.—Jimmy Carver . . . . . . . . . . . N—Walter Henley
Closing Prayer: Morning —Kerry Hime. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening: —Jim Anderson

Our Sympathy - is extended to Kerry and his children and grand children with the death of
Jeannie on February 18th from heart failure. Please keep them all in your prayers.

Jane Kempenich, broken arm near shoulder & rotator cuff injury. Jane has a leg infection.

Arleta’s daughter will be evaluated for kidney surgery in April. She is also diabetic.

Freda & Joe Anderson - eye problems.

We Have returned to our full schedule of services —  Morning and Evening on Sunday
Bible Class on Sunday Morning and Wednesday evening. 
POT-LUCK today following morning service.
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